
 
 

APECS Belgium Terms of Reference 
 

These Terms of Reference (ToR) describe the motivation and overall goals of the Association of Polar 

Early Career Scientists (APECS) National Committee of Belgium, hereafter referred to as APECS 

Belgium. The TOR can be amended at any time by the APECS Belgium Board to reflect changes of the 

organization and its objectives. 
 

1. Framework of APECS Belgium 
 

1.1 General definition of APECS Belgium 

APECS Belgium is the APECS National Committee of Belgium. It aims to galvanize the Belgian 

polar research community by organizing local and regional events for APECS Belgium 

members, bringing Belgium-specific training and resources to early career polar researchers, 

and facilitating Belgium-specific education and outreach opportunities. 

 

The above definition is a verbatim copy of the APECS Belgium definition in the Letter of 

Agreement (LoA) between APECS and APECS Belgium, which was signed on 29.08.2017 and 

is valid until 29.08.2019 (two years later). 
 

1.2 Relation to APECS 

The relation between APECS Belgium and APECS is further detailed in the LoA as mentioned 

above. Main points of this LoA cover that APECS Belgium is functioning within APECS and 

abiding to APECS Guidelines for National Committees, APECS Terms of Reference (ToR), 

and APECS Rules of Procedure (RoP). APECS Belgium furthermore pledges to have at least 

one member on the APECS Council, submit an annual report and involves APECS when 

discussing or entering formal agreements with any other organization. APECS Belgium 

leadership recognizes these obligations and ensures future APECS Belgium Board members 

are informed of this. 
 

1.3 Organization and Objectives 

APECS Belgium is the APECS National Committee of Belgium as defined above. The overall 

objectives correspond to the aims of APECS:  

- To provide an organization of undergraduate and graduate students, postdoctoral 

researchers, early faculty members, educators and others in Belgium or with ties to 

Belgium that have an interest in polar regions/the cryosphere. 

- To provide a platform and facilitate networking, collaboration, idea and opportunity 

exchange among the aforementioned audience. 

- To furthermore promote the importance of polar regions/the cryosphere and research 

in and about these regions through education and outreach initiatives to a broader 

public. 

APECS Belgium additionally aims to collaborate with neighboring APECS National 

Committees to strengthen collaboration and exchange across borders. Our main working 

language is English, although particular events or initiatives, especially those targeting non-

academics, may be held in other languages (Dutch, French, German). 

 

2. Membership 

APECS Belgium Membership follows APECS ToR and RoP, that is membership is open to 

any individual with interest in the polar regions, alpine regions and cryosphere. Upon 

registration with APECS individuals can select Belgium as country of residence and are then 

automatically added to the belgium@apecs.is mailing list. There is an option to sign-up for this 

list without becoming a member (for non-early career scientists and professionals). 

mailto:belgium@apecs.is


 

3. Organization Structure 
In addition to regular members APECS Belgium forms an open board that establishes the 

APECS Belgium leadership. The board consists of a flexible number of members, ideally 

something between three and ten. Board membership is fixed for a one year period, from 

beginning of October to end of September of the following year. One person acts as chair, 

ideally someone who was active as a board member before. The board meets at least twice a 

year. At its last meeting, close to September, the current board decides on renewal of the board 

and approves a new board and chair for the coming term. More specific roles and duties can be 

defined as needed. The board works collaboratively together to achieve the goals laid out in the 

APECS Belgium ToR and as the very minimum provides a network as National Committee in 

Belgium and maintains the contact to APECS. 
 

4. Declaration 
APECS Belgium is a scientific, non-profit organization committed to democratic principles, 

inclusiveness, non-discrimination and responsible environmental stewardship. 

 

Adopted on 28.09.2017 with unanimous approval by the APECS Belgium Board 2016-17, 

consisting of: 
 

Sophie Berger, Université Libre de Bruxelles 

Henrik Christiansen, KU Leuven 

Alexandra Gossart, KU Leuven 

Francesca Pasotti, Universiteit Gent 

Igor S. Pessi, Université de Liège 

Eveline Pinseel, Universiteit Gent & Botanic Garden Meise 

Arnout Roukaerts, Vrije Universiteit Brussel 


